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REPORT. 


SUMMER SCHOOLS. 


Disrrior No. 2. This school was taught for eight weeks, in May and 
June, by Miss R. Marton Atper. The scholars were mostly small and 
not far advanced, but we were well satisfied with the progress made. In 
September another term was commenced by Miss E. M. Tempre. After 
five weeks she was called away by sickness, and the school was continued 
for two weeks longer by Miss Axper. It was not visited at its close, 
and we cannot speak of its success. 

No. 3 Miss Mary F. Procror, teacher. This school appeared well 
at our first visit, especially in respect to order, and we expected a suc- 
cessful term. These expectations were realized. The recitations at the 
close were generally good, and the school appeared well. 

No. 4 was taught by Miss Marta Kixpurn, who fully sustained her 
good reputation earned last year. We think her to be one of our best 
teachers. There were but few instances of whispering during the term. 

No. 5. This school was taught by Miss Jounson. At the closing 
examination it appeared to have made fair progress in all branches 
taught, more especially in reading, there in which was marked improve- 
ment. It was also well governed. 

No. 6 was under the care of Miss Mary L. Warxins, and was taught 
and governed with good success. The teacher was efficient, and the 
scholars, with one or two exceptions, did well. 

No. 7. No school. 

No. 8. There were but few pupils in this school, and they quite 
young, but they made good improvement. The school was a good one. 
Miss Mason, teacher. 

No. 9. Miss Janz Marcu had this school under her care, and, as 
usual, succeeded well. The deportment of scholars was good, and the: 
recitations all that could be expected in a school no farther advanced, 
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No. 10 was taught by Miss C. O. Mason. Not being duly notified of 
its close, we only visited it once, and can speak of its success only from 
impressions then received. We were very much pleased with its ap- 
pearance, and, from what we know of the teacher, have no doubt it was 
decidedly a successful term. The Prudential Committee reported it as 
a good school, and the district well satisfied. 

No. 11. Miss Emrtny Marsnu, teacher. This school was small, the 
scholars young, and not far advanced, but it was taught with good success. 
The recitations were as good as could be expected of such a school. 

No. 12. The teacher of this school, Miss Smrru, complains of a want 
of interest on the part of the parents. As to the justness of the com- 
plaint we leave those concerned to judge. On the day of our last visit 
there was a heavy thunder shower. This circumstance might haye had 
something to do with the appearance of the school, but, however this 
might be, we came to the conclusion that, from some cause, it was not a 
profitable one. 

No. 18 was under the care of Miss M. E. Apams, a faithful teacher. 
The pupils made good improvement. There are some good scholars in 
this school, as good, perhaps, as any in town of their age. If the school 
was faulty in any respect it was in want of strict discipline. 

No. 14 was taught by Miss Krnespury. She was taken sick about a 
week before the school was to close, and consequently we did not visit 
it, but from what we could learn, and what we know of the teacher, we - 
are confident it was well taught and governed. . 


WINTER SCHOOLS. 

Disrrict No. 2. Miss ALBEE was again employed in this school. 
At the closing examination the deportment of some of the scholars was 
not as good as we could have wished. There seemed, also, to be a gen- 
eral lack of interest and promptness in the recitations, yet we think 
much allowance is to be made for circumstances. The scholars are mostly 
small and backward, and the attendance was very irregular. 

No. 8. This school was commenced by Miss Proctor, and continued 
a few weeks, when some of the inhabitants of the district petitioned us 
to remove her. After due investigation we came to the conclusion that, 
while Miss Proctor was competent to teach, there existed such a state of 
things, (created in part by indiscretions on the part of the teacher, and 
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in part by the parents), that it was incompatible with the best interests 
of the district that she should remain longer. She was therefore re- 
moved. Mr. G. E. Barnarp was employed to continue the school, and 
proved to be an efficient and successful teacher. 

No. 4.. Mr. Martin Wettineron, teacher. This was an excellent 
school. The order was unexceptionable, and the scholars were very 
prompt in their recitations. 

No. 5. The Prudential Committee were unfortunate in the selection 
of the first teacher in this district, Mr. O. R. Smrrm. He was appro- 
bated by us as qualified in the branches to be taught, About the fifth 
week of the term difficulties, which had been growing from its commence- 
ment, reached their culminating point, when we were petitioned to re- 
move the teacher. After hearing the case we felt compelled to give Mr. 
Smith opportunity to withdraw, which he very wisely did. Mr. Wu- 
LIAM STARKWEATHER taught the remaining part of the term more suc- 
cessfully. At the closing examination the order was unexceptionable, 
and the recitations generally good. 

No. 6 was taught very successfully by Mr. D. L. Mansrretp. This is 

a good school, and much progress was made. One thing worthy of re- 
mark is that neither in summer nor winter was an instance of tardiness. 
In summer there were but twelve absences, and but sixteen in the winter. 
This is very creditable to scholars, teacher, and parents. 
‘No. 7. Miss Irena Wentineron, teacher. This was a small but 
prosperous school. The exercises indicated faithfulness on the part of 
teacher and scholars. The number of absences was large in consequence 
of three or four scholars being absent most of the time. 

No. 8. Mr. C. E. Towns, teacher. There appeared to be good feel- 
ing existing between teacher and pupils, but we are compelled to say 
that we were not at all pleased with the progress of the scholars. There 
are many pupils in this district who have the ability to do well, and we 
hope they will be more fortunate in their teacher in future. 

No. 9 was under the care of Mr. 8. J. Leacu, who seemed to labor 
hard for the advancement of the scholars, and we believe that fair pro- 
gress was made by some. But though disposed to do well, he failed to 
maintain that degree of order which is necessary to the highest success. 

No. 10 was taught by Mr. L. B. Srarxwearner. This was one of 
our best schools. There was a considerable number of large and some- 
what advanced scholars, which circumstance, together with the thorough 
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instruction imparted, made the closing exercises very interesting. 

No. 11 was taught successfully by Miss M. L. Watkins. The school 
was small, but good progress was made. 

No. 12. Mr. E. 8. Sropparp, teacher. We think Mr. Stoddard 
labored with untiring assiduity to make the school what it ought to be, 
and he is worthy of much credit for what was accomplished. ‘The order 
was good, and the recitations prompt and thorough. The class in Geog- 
raphy was as good as we have found in any school. 

No. 13. Joun E. Hovuauton, teacher. This was a very good school, 
The recitations in Geography and Arithmetic were very good, and fair 
progress was made in reading. The order was good. Twelve of the 
pupils did not whisper during the term. 

No 14 was taught again by Miss Kinespury. The school was small, 
but we were highly pleased with its appearance at its close. Some of 
the pupils seemed to have been more thoroughly taught than any we 
have seen in tawn. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

Our schools during the past year have been quite successful, and 
though they have not accomplished all that was desirable, nor, as a 
whole, attained to so high a state of excellence as they might have done, 
yet some of them have reached—if not perfection— quite satisfactory 
approximation to it. In a few instances the results have been unfor- 
tunate. We were called upon by petitions, from two districts, to dismiss 
the teachers, and, after examination into the circumstances, we came to 
the conclusion that the best interests of the districts required their with- 
drawal. Justice, however, requires us to say that, in our opinion, some: 
of the people in the districts were to blame as well as the teachers. 

Here, perhaps, it will not be amiss to refer to the principles by which 
we were, and should be governed, in such cases. First of all, we hold that 
the innocent should, in no wise, suffer for the guilty—premises which. 
we think no one will question. Therefore it behooves both teachers and 
parents to see that they do not indulge in expressions or acts that wilk 
engender hostility and strife. Our teachers should be sustained in alk 
proper measures to maintain good discipline, and in case troubles arise im 
consequence of injudicious interference of parents, justice requires that 
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the teacher be sustained even though the school should not be a profitable 
one. ‘The penalty should fall on the offenders. On the other hand, if 
the teachers have not discharged their duties in proper manner, it is bets 
ter that they be removed than that the district suffer for their neglect. 
When both teacher and parents are in fault, we can only act according 
to our best judgment. 

In view of the great variety of text books used for reading and, the 
study of Geography, in our schools, your committee were convinced that 
the time had come when a uniform and permanent series was required. 
After a thorough examination of various books, we recommended Hil- 
lard’s Readers to be introduced in place of all others, and Colton & 
Fitch’s Geographies, when new books were needed. We made arrange- 
ments with the publishers, so that the books were furnished at about one- 
half the retail price. We neither received any profit on them, nor any 
pay in any way for our time and trouble in introducing them. The 
Readers were received in every district but two, and many took the 
Geographies. : 

A few words to Prudential Committees yet seem necessary. We fear 
that the importance of this trust is not properly appreciated. The suc- 
cess of our schools depends very much on the careful selection of teachers. 
A teacher that would succeed well in some schools would fail entirely in 
others, not from want of scholarship, but because he is not adapted to 
the place. For instance: if a school is difficult to govern, and a teacher 
be selected who is deficient and lacks confidence in his own ability to 
maintain order, a failure will be the consequence. At the same time the 
teacher may be a thorough scholar, and in a school disposed to do well 
would have had good success. ‘To make the proper selection is the duty 
of the Prudential Committee. We can only certify to the scholarship 
of the teachers presented. Hence it is evident that Prudential Com- 
mittees should, by visits and observations, become intimately acquainted 
with the circumstances and wants of the schools for which they are to 
provide teachers. 


In conclusion we ask attention of those most interested in the welfare 
of our schools, the parents, on whom depends much of their success or 
failure. Great are your responsibilities, and with zeal should your duties 
be performed. With you rests the duty of filling the important place of 
Prudential Committee. Will you not see that it is filled by those who 
will take pains to visit your schools to ascertain their condition, and 
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employ such teachers as your best interests require, rather than to have 
those who will work for the smallest wages. Better have a short good 
school than a long poor one. Consider whether you have, as parents, 
done all you can for the comfort and advancement of the schools where 
your children must spend much of their time. Have you made frequent 
visits to the school room, and encouraged both teacher and scholars with 
your presence? Have you prepared neat and comfortable school houses 
in your respective districts, where you would be willing to spend six 
hours in the day for six months in the year? Have you supplied your 
children with all necessary books, and your school room with maps and 
apparatus convenient for illustration in the various studies? If not, 
have you not reason to consider well the matter and resolve to do better 
in future? If, as parents and citizens, you desire to promote the hap- 
piness and usefulness of the rising generation, and to maintain immacu~ 
late the principles of a free and just government for our country, then 
raise your common schools to the highest possible state of excellence, for 
on the general intelligence and morality of the people depends the pros- 
perity and stability of all that is good and desirable in our institutions. 
J. Wu. KNIGHT, 


J. M. STOW, 
GEORGE ALDRICH. 
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Number of visits by citizens and others; - e a (Ot 2 Bb: | 45 28) 53 


SCHOOL REPORT 


OF 


DISTRICT No. 1. 


PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

This school was taught, during the year, by Miss Arma A. Wier. It 
was her first attempt in teaching, but she succeeded admirably. During 
the first term we did not see as much improvement as during some pre- 
vious ones. But at the close of the fall term the school was almost a 
model of its kind. The deportment of the pupils was unexceptionable. 
Not an instance of whispering was known during the whole term. The 
recitations were also good. During the:third term the school was much 
smaller, but, all things considered, the progress was very satisfactory. 
As a whole, we think the school has never been better than during the 
past year. 


INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 


Miss Roserrz ‘H. ‘Rusr continued in this school, completing her third 
year. Since it has been under her care there hag been evidence of con- 
stant improvement, ‘which was very pleasing. The committee have never 
been better satisfied with any examinations in this school than with the 
last two. The deportment of scholars was excellent. The recitations 
were all good,.and the reading particularly fine. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


This school, during the first term, was taught by Mr. Burriit Por- 
TER, Jr., who was regarded as a thorough scholar, and he had had some 
experience in teaching. But, while we give him credit for meaning to 
.do well, we are compelled to say that the school was not what it might 
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have been, not what it should have been. Some progréss was made in 
the various studies, but there was a manifest want of energy and effi- 
ciency on the part of the teacher, and a great lack of interest, regularity, 
and punctuality of attendance, on the part of the scholars. 

For the second term, Mr. Lururr R. Surrn, a recent graduate of Am- 
herst College, was employed, and continued through the year. He was 
a, faithful and efficient teacher, and conducted his school with marked 
success. The order was good, and much improvement was made in the 
different branches of study. A very good state of feeling existed be- 
tween teacher and scholars. The school was larger than during any pre- 
vious winter term, numbering 50 scholars with an average attendance 
of 45. There has been great improvement in the attendance, and it is 
hoped parents and friends will give their attention to this matter, till 
there shall be no longer reason for complaint. 

As a whole we feel justified in speaking of the schools in terms of 
highest commendation. Never, we think, since our acquaintance with 
them have they occupied so high a position as at present, and were never 
accomplishing more for the good of the district. 

J. M. STOW. 
J. W. KNIGHT. 
GEO. ALDRICH. 
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Length of School,in weeks, - - -  . - 12 12 12 12 10 12 12 12 11 
Wages of Teachers, including board, ~ - = - $16 | $24 1$55.55) $16 | $24 $55.55) $20 | $24 1455.55 

Scholars four years of ageand upwards, - - -~ - 46 34 27 46 41 41 29 39 50 

Average attendance, <> = re 3863 | 322 | 212 | 387 864 | 364 | 22 844 | 45 

Scholars between four and sixteen, - - - ~ - 46 39 22 46 40 31 29 39 31 

Scholars over sixteen, - - - - - - - 5 1 10 19 

mumber ot tardinesses, =. =: =f ae ein pe ene 31 20 8T 40 29 81 28 58 | 107 

Number not absent, - - ~ - - - - 12 8 6 10 ri 14 4 7 7 

Number not tardy,- - = - 2 Sa 32 29 17 36 82 20 20 25 22 

Number not absent nor tardy, - - - ~ - - 7 8 5 9 7 5 4 8 6 

Number of absences, - - - - . - - 400 | 278 | 248 | 865 | 222 | 160 | 360 | 231 | 248 

Number of visits by Superintending School Committee, - 8 7 9 5 10 10 10 12 14 

Number of visits by Prudential Committee, - -  - 1 1 1 4 3 1 

Number of visits by citizens and others, - - - - 46 37 24 30 20 | 200 30 77 | 440 
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